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Orfeo Kentucky bluegrass has also
demonstrated hgher levels of
germination under moderate salt
levesls than other Kentucky
bluegrass. It consistently produces
high levels of rhizomes, contributing
to greater sod strength and better sod
harvest. The aggressive type
bluegrasses have the highest ratings
for wear tolerance and have good
rust tolerance. Other qualities
include: rapid germination and fast
establishment for sod production;
good performance under cloudy
conditions of spring and fall;
excellent recovery from wear
and use.

®

Features

Faster germination and
establishment than other
bluegrass
High levels of seedling salt
tolerance
Provides rapid ground cover
and sod development
Exceptional wear tolerance
Shade tolerant
Winter active in moderate
climates
Uses: Ideal for sports turf and
any other high traffic area in the
home or public landscape

Establishment
Germination: 5–7 days under ideal conditions

First limited use: 3–5 weeks

Benefits

Very rapid germination and
establishment
Good rust resistance
Rapid recovery from injury
Helps prevent weak
establishment due to quick
ground cover

Seeding Rates
Seeds per pound: 990,000
Seeds per Kilogram: 2,180,000

New Turf:
2-3 lbs/1,000 sq ft
10-15 g/sq m

Overseed Rate
1-2 lbs/1,000 sq ft
5-10 g/sq m

Orfeo Kentucky Bluegrass germinates and establishes more
rapidly than other Kentucky bluegrasses. This helps prevent
weed invasion and call backs. It is a very unique bluegrass
developed in Europe. Orfeo is classified as an aggressive-type
Kentucky bluegrass cultivar. The features of an aggressive type
cultivar include: rapid lateral growth, high shoot density,
improved wear tolerance and recovery from injury. Orfeo is
a medium green in color as compared to some other improved
bluegrass cultivars; however, it remains very complementary
in turfgrass blends and mixtures.

Orfeo Kentucky bluegrass is well suited for use in the northern U.S. and
throughout Canada, and across the world where Kentucky bluegrasses are
adapted. Orfeo Kentucky bluegrass has excellent cold tolerance, good heat
tolerance and also grows well in shaded areas. Orfeo is an excellent component
in mixture with other Kentucky bluegrass varieties, perennial ryegrass, fine
fescue and tall fescues. Because of its aggressive nature, it may become the
dominant variety over time. Orfeo shows superior performance on sports fields
and any other high traffic areas in the home or public landscape.

Adaptation and Use

Orfeo Kentucky BleugrassOrfeo Kentucky Bleugrass
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Turf Quality of Kentucky Bluegrass
Mean Quality Ratings — Data from Ohio, Planted in 2003

2004 Data

Variety Mean
SR 2284 7.3
Orfeo 7.0
Arcadia 7.0

Cynthia 6.7
Parade 6.7
Fairfax 6.7
Kingfisher 6.3

Cheetah 6.0
Odyssey 6.0
Touchdown 5.3
LSD@5% 2.0

* LSD: To determine whether a cultivar’s performance is different from another, subtract one entry’s mean
from another entry’s mean. If this value is larger than the LSD value, the observed difference in cultivar
performance is significant and did not happen by chance. Complete tables are available upon request.
** CV: (Coefficient of Variation) Indicates the percent variation of the mean in each column.

Kentucky Bluegrass Turf Trial
Planted 2001, Pomona, CA

2002 Average Quality Rating

Variety Mean
Orfeo 4.6
Unique 4.5
SR 2000 4.5
Samoa 4.4
Award 4.3

Limousine 4.0
Excursion 4.0
Marquis 3.8
Merit 3.7
Parade 3.6
Quantum Leap 3.5

Total Eclipse 3.4
Midnight 3.4
Chicago 2 3.3
LSD@5% 2.7

Quality Ratings: 1-9; 9=Highest Quality

Kentucky Bluegrass Trial
Seeded Sept 3003 at Adelphia, NJ
Mean Turf Quality 2004 and 2005

Variety Mean
Midnight 5.8
Baron 4.6
Orfeo 4.4

Limousine 4.3
NuBlade 4.1
Fairfax 4.1
Marquis 4.0

Moon Struck 3.4
LSD@5% 0.7

Quality Ratings: 1-9; 9=Ideal


