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SR 8250 Turf-Type Tall Fescues is a semi-dwarf tall fescue that incorporates
a broad genetic breeding history and the beneficial Neotyphodium endophyte.
 This dark green, turf-type tall fescue has excellent shoot density and
improved disease resistance, and exhibits a moderate level of rhizome
expression. SR 8250 has a wide range of applications, useful for many high-
end turf applications throughout the tall fescue zone.

BENEFITS
• Excellent recovery from

stress
• Fewer inputs needed for

insects or diseases –
environmentally friendly

• Easier to maintain
• Superior sod and turf quality
• Blends well with other tall

fescue varieties
• Dense, persistent turf for fewer

weed problems

Turf-Type Tall Fescue

History
SR 8250 was developed in conjunction with Rutgers University and traces back
to their extensive germplasm collection started in 1962 with selected plant materials
from older turf sites. Over the years, numerous plants were selected from these
original collections and were cycled for improved turf performance and seed yield.
SR 8250 was screened extensively for resistance to Brown Patch during its
development at Rutgers. After these multiple cycles, 64 superior clones were
selected, representing 20 separate breeding lines, for the parents of SR 8250.

Characteristics
SR 8250 rapidly establishes a medium-fine textured, semi-dwarf turf.  In a mowed
stand, it has a uniform, dark green color with a moderate shoot density. SR 8250
has high endophyte levels for insect resistance and is extremely resistant to Brown
Patch (Rhizoctonia ssp.) and Net Blotch (Drechslera dictyoides).

SR 8250 is well suited for home lawns, commercial turf, sod farms, parks, sports
fields and golf course roughs where wear tolerance and water conservation are high
priorities.  It is well adapted throughout the Transition
Zone and North, on a wide variety of soil types. SR 8250
blends well with zoysiagrass varieties, such as Companion
seeded zoysiagrass, for a year-round tough turf.

FEATURES
• High overall stress tolerance
• Rapid establishment
• Wide range of applications
• Dark green color
• Medium fine texture
• High endophyte level
• Semi-dwarf growing habit
• Increased Brown Patch and

Net Patch resistance
• Uses: Ideal for golf course

roughs, commercial turf, parks,
sports fields and home lawns

SEEDING RATES
• New turf: 8–10 lbs/1,000 sq ft

or 350–400 lbvs/acre
• Overseed Rate:

6–8 lbs/1,000 sq ft
or 250–350 lbs/acre

• Seeds /lb: Approximately
220,000

ESTABLISHMENT
• Germination: 7–10 days under

ideal conditions
• First mowing: 21–30 days after

emergence
• First limited use: 60–75 days
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To determine whether a cultivar’s performance is different from another, subtract one entry’s mean from
another entry’s mean. If this value is larger than the LSD value, the observed difference in cultivar
performance is significant and did not happen by chance. Complete tables are available upon request.

Performance of Tall Fescue Cultivars and Selections
Seeded in Sept. 1997 at Rutgers University in Adelphia, N.J.

Ratings 1-9, 9=Least Brown Patch, Best Quality, Fastest Establishment, Darkest Color

Variety Brown Patch Turf Quality Establishment Color
Aug. 1998 Ave. 1998 Sept. 1997 Nov. 1997

SR 8250 6.5 6.3 7.0 6.0
Plantation 6.0 5.3 5.3 5.7
Apache II 6.0 4.9 7.0 5.7
Tuscany 5.7 5.8 6.0 6.7
Shenandoah II 4.8 4.9 4.7 6.0
LSD* 4.8 1.4 6.0 1.0

Turf-Type Tall Fescue

Turfgrass Performance of Tall Fescue Cultivars and Selections
Seeded in March 2001 at University of Califonria, Fesno

Ratings 1-9, 9=Fastest Establishment, Darkest Color, Best Quality

Variety Establishment Color Ave. Quality Ave.
Tulsa 8.3 6.0 6.5
SR 8250 7.7 6.7 6.2
SR 8600 7.7 6.5 6.2
Crewcut II 7.7 6.3 6.1
Arabia 7.5 6.3 6.1
LSD* 1.4 1.1 1.1

Turfgrass Performance of Tall Fescue Cultivars and Selections
Seeded in March 2001 at University of California, Pomona
Ratings 1-9, 9=Fastest Establishment, Darkest Color, Best Quality

Variety Establishment Color Ave. Quality Ave.

Shenandoah II 7.7 6.8 6.6
SR 8250 7.5 7.1 6.1
Crewcut II 6.3 6.5 5.6
SR 8500 6.0 6.8 5.5
Arid 1.7 3.3 2.6
LSD* 2.4 1.3 1.2

Turfgrass Performance of Tall Fescue Cultivars and Selections
Seeded in Sept. 1997 at Rutgers University in Adelphia, N.J.

Ratings 1-9, 9=Least Brown Patch

Variety 1998-99 Brown
Ave. Patch 99

SR 8250 6.7 5.5
Finesse 5.8 5.3
Coyote 5.5 4.8
Twilight II 5.3 5.5

Variety 1998-99 Brown
Ave. Patch 99

Brandy 5.1 4.5
Plantation 5.1 5.2
Kentucky 31 1.4 5.2
LSD* 0.6 1.9


